
Adaptive Practice 
(Primary)

Part 2!



On the agenda

Your feedback from suggested practices

Recap adaptive practice

Scaffolding

Modelling
 

Questioning



How did it go?
What did you try?
What worked?
What were the challenges?
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Adaptive 
Practice



Adaptive practice v differentiation
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ADAPTIVE PRACTICE DIFFERENTIATION

oHigh expectations for all – no ceiling on learning oAdult makes a decision about what each child is to learn, 
based on perceived ability

oAll striving towards the same goal, but achieving this at the 
level appropriate to the child

oDifferent tasks and goals for different children, based on 
perceived ability

o In the moment adaptations according to needs oSet tasks undertaken by children and monitored by adults

oRecognising distinct and individual needs oHigh/low/middle ability

oAvoiding labelling individuals and groups oHigh/low/middle ability

oEvery child pushed to challenge themselves oChallenges set and limited by adults

oCreative, inclusive, child-led pedagogies oTeacher-led, didactic pedagogies



JOHN DEWEY

“Everything we see in children is 
transitional, promises and signs of the 

future…not to be treated as achievements, 
cut off and fixed; they are prophetic, signs 
of an accumulating power and interest.” 
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How to be successful with 
adaptive practice
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Scaffolding

ModellingQuestioning

SUCCESSFUL
ADAPTIVE
PRACTICE



March of the penguins

10/12/202
3

Adaptive Practice 8



March of the penguins
English Report writing, story, poem, recount, film-making

Maths Positive and negative numbers, conversion of measurements 

Geography Continents, oceans, contrasting environments around the world

Science Animals and their habitats, offspring, food chains, climate, weather

Music Compose music for different purposes
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March of the Penguins

Science

Possible science topics: Animals and their habitats, 
offspring, food chains, climate, weather

Learning objectives: identify that most living things live in habitats 
to which they are suited and describe how different habitats provide 
for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants and how 
they depend on each other

End product: to create a webpage of an animal’s habitat, including a 
food chain 
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Adaptive practice
SCAFFOLDING

o Watch the video clip
o Watch the video clip again
o Create language mats that 

record essential lexicon
o Create word 

lists/glossaries
o Cloze procedure 
o Promote exploratory talk
o Act as a scribe
o Use writing frames and 

graphic organisers
o Encourage participation

MODELLING

o Rally robin
o Oral description of a 

habitat
o Written description of a 

habitat
o Show range of examples 

and non-examples
o Online research
o Systematic ways to 

record research
o Creating a food chain

QUESTIONING

o Benchmarking questions - 
what do the children 
already know?

o Hinge questions - have 
the children grasped the 
learning?

o Pose, pause, pounce, 
bounce (question 
basketball)

o Daily review questions - 
what have the children 
remembered from our 
previous lesson/s?
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Language mats and word banks
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Cloze procedure
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This is where you have incomplete 
sentences for children to fill in with 
the most appropriate 
words/phrases.

You can have more scaffolding if 
that seems useful, by having a word 
bank on the page, from which the 
words/phrases can be selected.

If there is time, these could be 
made bilingual.

Animals live in a - - - - - - - which 
provides an - - - - - - - - - - - to 
which they are suited.
A habitat provides animals with 
- - - - -, - - - - and - - - - - - - . 
Each habitat has different conditions 
such as the amount of - - - - -, the 
- - - - - - - - - - - and the amount of 
moisture.
Animals are - - - - - - - to live in 
their habitats.

WORD BANK: adapted  water    habitat   light   environment   food   temperature   light   shelter



Writing frames and graphic organisers
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Writing frames and graphic organisers
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Benchmarking Questions: Examples
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What might 
animals eat?

What are the basic 
needs of animals, in 
order to survive?

What is a 
habitat?



Hinge Questions: Example
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Which are basic needs that 
all animals need to survive?
A. Water
B. Sunlight
C. Companionship
D. Shelter

A 'hinge' is a point in a lesson when a teacher needs to check whether or 
not children have grasped key concepts and are ready to move on to the 
next part of their learning. A hinge question is a question asked at this point 
in a lesson.



Pose, Pause, Pounce, Bounce: Using Blooms
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What is this called? 

What is a food chain and what are the three trophic levels that make up a food 
chain?

Can you identify the producer and secondary consumer in a food chain where the 
primary consumer is a rabbit?

Can you organise this into a food chain? Deer, Tiger, Grass

Are food chains always made up of three animals/plants?  Can you give an example?

Can you make up your own food chain?



Daily Review Question - example
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Can you use the images to produce a food chain and label it with the correct ‘trophic’ label?



Your turn…

English Report writing, story, poem, recount, film-making

Maths Positive and negative numbers, conversion of measurements 

Geography Continents, oceans, contrasting environments around the world

Science Animals and their habitats, offspring, food chains, climate, weather

Music Compose music for different purposes, experiment with combining sounds
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POWERFUL
PEDAGOGIES

co-
agency 

the principle 
of everybody

developing 
a learning 

community

transforming 
the capacity 

to learn

learning 
without limits



how we get there
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structure with gaps 
in 
(LWL: Anne)

an open invitation 
to learn and 
participate 
(LWL: Alison)

the ‘ethic of 
everybody’ and the 
‘promise of 
tomorrow’ 
(LWL: Narinder)


